
The Fair Housing Council of 
Oregon received over 3,000 
Fair housing inquiries in 
2006; nearly 400 were  
determined to be bona fide 
allegations of illegal housing 
discrimination.  The National 
Fair Housing Alliance esti-
mates that less than 1% of all 
violations are reported.  In 
Oregon, 1 in 10 believe their 
Fair housing rights have been 
violated. 

Approximately 25% of the 
complaints received in Oregon 
and SW Washington involve 
families with children.  It is 
illegal for housing providers to 
discriminate against  
households with a child under 
18 (including an expecting 
parent); nor can they steer 
families to certain units or 
impose rules aimed specially 
at children.   

Over 30% of the complaints 
FHCO receives deal with  
disability.  This is a broad and 
complex area of the law that 
is confusing to many.  You 
should know that housing 
consumers with a mental or 
physical disability have the 
right to request a “reasonable 
accommodation” (a change to 
rules, policies, or procedures) 
or “reasonable modifica-
tion” (physical change to the 
housing structure) in order to 
fully access, use, and enjoy 
their housing.  There are few 
instances in which a housing 
provider can legally refuse a 
reasonable request.  In the 
private market, the costs for 
such changes typically fall on 
the housing consumer.   
Providers have the right to 
verification of the need, and 
to assure that any changes 
are made to code, with any 

needed permits, and in a  
professional fashion.   

You should also know that  
assistance / therapy /  
companion animals who  
assist those with disabilities 
should never be considered 
pets.  While consumers are 
responsible for the care of 
their animals, as well as any 
damage that may occur,  
housing providers may never 
charge a pet fee or decline a 
disability-assistance animal 
on the basis of a ‘no pets’ 
policy.   

 

Please call our Fair Housing 
Complaint Hotline at  
800-424-3247 if you have 
questions or think you  or 
someone you know of may 
have been a victim of illegal 
housing discrimination. 
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Homeownership and resource 
fairs provide an opportunity for 
the community to talk with exhibi-
tors representing the housing 
industry, public housing agencies, 
non-profit organizations, Real-
tors®, mortgage brokers and 
other lending institutions in a 
"one-stop" informational setting. 
Admission to such fairs is free, as 
well as cultural entertainment 
and food.  Youth activities or 
childcare are often provided. 
While many are culture-specific, 
fairs are typically open to all! 

The following is a sampling of 
some of the largest annual fairs 
in the Portland metro region: 

The Eighth Annual Asian & Pacific 
Islander Home Buying Fair will 
feature informative workshops in 
English, Chinese, Vietnamese, 
Korean, Hmong, Laotian, various 
Pacific-Island languages, Rus-
sian, and other languages.  
Date: Saturday, Aug 4, 2007 

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Location: Portland Community 
College SE Center Campus, 2305 
SE 82nd Ave., Portland 
To learn more: 
503-790-7540; www.apicia.org 

The Second Annual Lents Home 
Buying Fair provides an opportu-
nity to get information on commu-
nity organizations and resources 
in Lents. 
Date: Saturday, May 12 
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Kelly Elementary, 9030 
SE Cooper, Portland 
To learn more: 
503-788-8052 x105 
amie@rosecdc.org  

The African American Alliance for 
Homeownership’s Eighth Annual 
African American Home Buying 
Fair will be held next fall.       
Date: Saturday, Oct 27, 2007  
Time: 10:00 am - 2:30 pm 
Location: Emanuel Hospital, 501 
N Graham, Atrium, Portland       

To learn more:                          
503-595-3517; www.aaah.org. 

The Ninth Annual Latino Home-
Buyers Fair will be held at the 
Oregon Zoo and includes free 
admission to zoo exhibits for 
children 11 and younger. 

Date: Sunday, April 29, 2007  
Time: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm  
Location: Oregon Zoo Cascade 
Crest Banquet Center  
To learn more: 
503-961-6406, 503-515-2599 
www.haciendacdc.org 
 

Native American Housing and 
Homeownership Fair  hosted by 
the Native American Youth and 
Family Center will be held this 
summer in Portland.   
Date: July 2007 
Time: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm  
Location: TBA, Portland    
To learn more: 
503-288-8177, X232 
saral@nayapdx.org  
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Did you know?   
We have  
translated our core 
informational  
handouts into seven 
different languages.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know?   
You can view  
educational videos 
on our website in 
Spanish, Russian, 
Arabic, and  
English.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know?   
We even offer to 
translate materials 
into Braille and  
provide sign  
language or other 
assistance for  
attendees of fair 
housing classes,  
as needed.  




