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Lead Hazards—Do you have a 
home built before 1978?  It’s 
likely contaminated with lead-
based paint.  Once  
consumed, ingested, or  
inhaled, lead is never  
eliminated from the body.  If 
you sell or rent a pre-1978 
home, you have affirmative 
legal disclosure requirements 
under Federal law.  Learn to 
live ‘Lead Safe’ and get  
answers to your questions; 
call the Oregon State  
Lead Line at 503/988-4000. 

Mold Hazards—Did you know 
that mold can be toxic?  
Molds produce allergens,  
irritants, and in some cases, 
potentially toxic substances.  
Symptoms may range from 
mild irritation to severe 
asthma attacks.  While it’s 

impractical to eliminate all 
mold; you can control indoor 
growth and moisture.  Those 
who sell or rent property in 
Washington have proactive 
mold disclosure requirements 
under  state law.  Get answers 
to your  questions; call the  
Washington State Dept. of 
Health at 888/586-9427. 

Smoke-free Housing—Did you 
know that smoke-free housing 
is a growing trend?  A 2006 
study conducted by Campbell 
DeLong Resources, Inc. found 
that 80% of renters in the 
Portland-Vancouver  market 
do not allow smoking in their 
homes.  75% prefer housing 
where smoking is forbidden 
and 42% avoid housing where 
others smoke; compared to 
only 11% who look for a lack 

of smoking policies.   

You should know that  
smokers / smoking is not a 
protected class under fair 
housing laws, so smoke-free 
housing policies are legal.  In 
fact, Oregon and Washington 
State laws already require 
commons areas in housing 
complexes to be smoke-free.  
For more information and 
answers to your questions, 
contact the American Lung 
Association at 800-586-4872. 

Environmental Hazards: 

L o o k i n g  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
continuing education hours?  
Do you need a speaker for your 
company or association meet-
ing? 

Contact us for a custom fair 
housing presentation today! 

According to the 2000 census, 
20% of Americans identify 
themselves as having a disabil-
ity.  As our population ages, we 
expect to see these numbers 
increase dramatically. 
 
Universal design and commu-
nity visitability standards are 
approaches to housing and 
neighborhood planning and 
development which serve the 
entire population of our com-
munities, regardless of age, 
size, stature, or physical ability.   
 
Incorporating these design 
standards into dwelling fea-
tures and neighborhood ameni-
ties is intended to eliminate any 
stigma or “special” appearance 
of features that allow access to 
be fully inclusive for every mem-
ber of the community and to 
make every home and 
neighborhood accessible to 
anyone who may choose to 
visit. 
 

Examples of universal design 
features for housing may in-
clude such things as: 

• Lever handled door hard
 ware and faucets 

• Large, rocker-style light 
 switches 

• Extra lighting fixtures 

• Hand-held flexible shower 
 fixtures 

• Adjustable hanging closet 
 rods and shelving systems 

• Wider doorways 

• Appliances, fixtures, and 
 cabinetry which allows knee 
 space below the work sur-
 face 

• Intercom call boxes at entry 
doors 

 
Visitable communities include 
features such as: 
• Zero-step approaches and 

entrances to all residences 
• Extra wide sidewalks with 

curb cuts at appropriate 
intervals and limited slopes 

• Easy access to public trans-
portation options 

• Accessible doorways 
• At least a half-bath in the 

ground floor of every dwell-
ing  

 
 

 

     For More Information on Barrier-Free Environments: 
     www.planning.org/affordablereader/pracplanner/

visitabilityvol2no4.htm 
 
 

     www.huduser.org/periodicals/rrr/remodel.html 
 
 

     www.huduser.org/publications/destech/resid.html 
 
 

     www.concretechange.org  

Are you in  
compliance  

with fair  
housing 
design  

&  
construction  
standards? 

 
 

Have you  
considered   

the  
visitability  

of  
your   

community? 

BLUEPRINTS: 
5 Accessibility 
5 Visitability 




