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Community Leader's Nightmare Ordeal Finally Over
Lisa Loving Of The Skanner News
July 01, 2010

Spirit of Portland winner and civic leader
Clarence Harper, attacked by a gun‐wielding
neighbor in Southeast Portland on April 29,
is still working to pull his life back together.
In a frightening odyssey that lasted for
weeks, Harper, 61, lost his home and most of
his belongings in a legal standoff that
amounted to his word against an affluent
White neighbor.

Clarence Harper has won many civic

awards for his work with the

Neighborhood Emergency Training

program

However in a rare outcome, that neighbor
pleaded guilty to menacing Harper and is set
to go through anger management, alcohol
abuse counseling, 40 hours of community
service and 18 months of probation.

Harper, meanwhile, is relieved, grateful and disturbed.
He says his case shows the rollercoaster ride faced by African Americans in the legal system
in Portland.
“It all came down to my word against hers, and there were times in there when I thought I
was going to be killed – first by her, and then by the police,” he says. “I’m just glad I had
friends who stuck with me and supported me, and I thank God that it turned out okay.”
“It reinforces the idea that in fact we are a community,” said Rep. Lew Frederick, one of
several local leaders who lent a hand in the case. “Not a community necessarily based on
race or economics or political affiliation, but we are actually a community and the whole
idea behind a community is to help folks who need the help.”

Armed Standoff

Faced at 3 a.m. by his drunken neighbor brandishing a loaded handgun and threatening to
kill him in his own home, Harper was on the phone to a 9‐1‐1 operator as police officers
arrived on the scene.
The neighbor, Jeanne Teeples, is a daughter of Harper’s housemate, an elderly man for whom
records show Harper had provided in‐home care for the past six years without complaint.

Harper, who does not drink or take drugs, says the
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Advertisementsoperator told him to stay on the line as he went
outside to meet the officers.

Jeanne Teeples was arrested and plead guilty to

menacing

“The operator kept saying, ‘don’t be afraid,’ and ‘hold
on to the phone,’ but I was thinking about how many
times the police have killed Black men because they
were holding something in their hand – that’s how
they killed James Jahar Perez,’” Harper told The
Skanner News.

“So I put my hands up as high as I could so the police could see me – I honestly thought I
could die right there.”
“Jeanne told me when I called the police that I was nothing but a n******, and they would
never believe me over her,” Harper said.
Harper ‐‐ winner of the Spirit of Portland award, honorary Knight of Rosaria, Neighborhood
Emergency Team organizer, certified mental health counselor and winner of a Presidential
Citation for his years of service to the local community on behalf of the federal government
‐‐ says when he looked into the bright lights of the police car that night he felt like James
Chasse and Kendra James.
The first police on the scene threw him against their patrol car, he says, but soon realized it
was the petite blonde woman with a gun who was creating the problem.

Losing It All

Teeples turned and ran into her house where she holed up for four hours with officers
waiting outside.
Harper says he asked the officer in charge why they weren’t going into Teeples house.
“He asked me, would you have us storm the house and kill her?
“And I said, I appreciate your compassion but I wonder why you didn’t show that same
compassion to Kendra James, because you could have let her go and picked her up later, you
didn’t have to kill her either.
“I told him I appreciated his compassion but they needed to show that same compassion to
mentally ill people and minorities,” Harper said.
“At first he got angry but then he cooled off.”
Eventually the police arrested Teeples and charged her with menacing. Her family posted bail within hours, but before Teeples returned to
her own home, Harper agreed to move out of his room at her father’s house temporarily.
He obtained a restraining order May 3 to keep Teeples away from his room while he figured out what to do next.
Then the real nightmare began.
Having left in the middle of the night with little more than the clothes on his back, Harper was destitute. Civil rights attorney Greg Kafoury
helped him arrange, with the help of then‐Commander Mike Reese, who is now chief of the police bureau, to return home May 4 and
retrieve all his belongings.
But when Harper arrived to pick up his things, he was served with a counter‐restraining order – and kept out of his room completely. He
was forced to leave without so much as a pair of shorts.
Teeples father, David Sutherland, whom Harper had for six years provided eldercare for, filed the counter‐restraining order against Harper
alleging verbal and emotional abuse, drug use, and violent threats. Sutherland even charged that Harper owned a gun.
The order included a letter dated May 3 from Sutherland’s doctor, A. Perry Hendin, backing up the abuse claims – but offering no proof.
Hendin apparently had not witnessed any of the acts he alleged in his letter to the court.
For more than a month Sutherland’s restraining order kept Harper away from his own belongings as well as his housing.

Justice Served

With the help of Rev. J.S. Bailey at King’s Temple Christian Center in Northeast Portland, Harper found work and lodging.
When Harper hired Portland attorney Gregory Gudger on a “pro‐bono” basis to help him fight off the charges in Sutherland’s restraining
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order in court, which he did earlier this month, all the allegations in the restraining order were thrown out.
Then the Multnomah County District Attorney’s office brought criminal charges against Teeples, who plead guilty the day court hearings
were to start.
“In this case, it seems like everything went well, and a lot of times we in the media don’t cover when things go right,” Frederick says.
“I think an important case here is the fact that he actually knew that he had people to call who were not family members, but who he could
call to get information from and who would support him ‐‐ that’s probably the most important thing.”
Frederick, the only African American man in the Oregon legislature, says it’s important for lawmakers to recognize how different the
landscape can look for Black men drawn into the court system – or even just those who call 9‐1‐1.
“Clarence was very upset because he saw things taking place in the society – the shooting of the young man after the traffic stop by the
Lloyd Center – really clearly had an impact on him and several other friends of mine by the way,” Frederick said.
“The other thing is that there really are ways to handle situations.”
According to Frederick, “For a lot of people there’s a belief that nothing can get done. Nothing works. And unfortunately part of the reason
for that is in many cases the role of the media is to show you what doesn’t work – what happens is that then people believe that nothing
works.”
Harper says the worst part of the whole experience was that Teeples’ family apparently destroyed his shelf of community service awards:
his Royal Rosarian Award, Royal Rosarian Medal, and knighting ceremony pictures; his 2006 Star Award for 10 years of service to the
Neighborhood Emergency Program, 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award for 13 years of service to the NET program, and his Presidential
Call to Service Medal; and his 2008 Spirit of Portland Award for service to Portland as an emergency preparedness educator.
Harper is still working in the heart of Portland emergency services to train neighborhood residents in what to do if a disaster strikes– he
hasn’t stopped his work throughout the past few months of trauma.
Fire Chief John Klum and the Royal Rosarians are working to replace some of the trophies and medals.
“I can never replace some of those things,” Harper told The Skanner News. “But at least I know there are people who I can count on at the
worst of times.”

Photo Gallery

Kids at Coast

New Playground

Sorority Food

Night time

Leave your comments here:

 

Submit

Comments Received

I cannot believe this has happened to this wonderful person and long term community
activist, Mr. Clarence Harper. I am so mad that I cannot contain myself at this moment.
This incident shows the level of racism that exists strongly and without provocation in
the Portland community. This white woman took advantage of the system that exists
to her benefit and used it like racists of yesterday, to destroy and reduce to shreds a
Black man who has been an exemplary figure in his community and is loved by many.
SHAME ON YOU JEANNE TEEPLES. You are obviously a very sick individual and should
be committed to an insane asylum for your behavior. I certainly wish Mr. Harper well
and pray that God will grant him mercy and peace after what he has gone through.
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