
Wednesday, February 17, 2010

Exclusive

Idaho man says he wants to create a compound and hold a national gathering in 2011
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JOHN DAY - Leaders of the Aryan Nations in Idaho say they want to move the headquarters of
their white supremacist movement to Grant County.

Paul R. Mullet, who called himself national director of the movement, was in John Day this week,
looking at property to buy for a new "national compound."

The visit stirred concern in many quarters, where residents worried about the neo-Nazi sentiments 
of the movement and the negative impact that it could have on the community.

The group teaches that the white race is the only one descended from Adam, and that Jews and
non-whites are the natural enemies of white people. The mission, outlined on the group's website,
is to create a state for the "Aryan race," separate from all non-whites, and a "lawful Congress of
our race."

Mullet, wearing a uniform shirt with a swastika patch on it, said the group's goal is to create a
homeland for white people.

"That area is the Pacific Northwest," he said. "The blacks have Africa, the Jews have Israel ..."

Mullet said his group's current headquarters is in Athol, Idaho, but it doesn't have the attributes of
a real compound. If they can find the right building in John Day, he said, they will be able to
provide barracks and space for training recruits, as well as a place for meetings and gatherings.

He wants to hold a national gathering in the county in September 2011.

Mullet said the group was drawn to the remoteness of Grant County, the relatively low cost of
property and "the proximity to the mountains" for survival training.

They were particularly interested in two properties, the old junior high building on Bridge Street
and the vacant church or opera house building on Dayton Street.
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He declined to say where the money for such a deal would come from, but said they would pay
cash "from legal means."

Newell Cleaver, School District 3 superintendent, said the junior high building is no longer being
actively marketed because the district is pursuing discussions with the Grant County Library
Foundation about a possible sale and development of a library there.

The other building is up for sale, but the listing agent had not received an offer late Wednesday.

During his John Day stay, Mullett was accompanied by two Grant County residents: Jacob Green
and Christopher Cowan, and Leif Berlin, described on the group's website as the Washington
state leader. Green, of Mt. Vernon, is the Oregon state leader for the Aryan Nations, and Cowan
was described as a sergeant in the state organization.

They denied that Aryan Nations is a hate group, although their website calls Jews "parasites" and
other names, features a Nazi tribute on video, and includes a section of crude references and
manipulated photographs of black people.

While staying at a local motel, they opened the door to their room to clearly display Nazi-style
banners as two employees - a black and a Hispanic - went about their work.

Motel officials said people in two other rooms vacated before their stay was up because of
concerns about the white supremacist group.

Mullet's group said they don't expect any conflict with people in Grant County.

"This is a good fit with the values here," he said. They said members would do community service
projects and patrol the streets, making it safer for the residents who live here. They also
contended their group would bring money to the economy by drawing more supporters to visit and
live here.

"Coming here would help the county immensely," Mullet said.

Norm Gissel, a Coeur d'Alene, Idaho attorney, disagreed. He said the neo-Nazi movement had a
chilling effect on tourism and property values in northern Idaho during its heyday under Richard
Butler, the founder of the Aryan Nations church who has since died.

Gissel spearheaded a civil rights lawsuit that bankrupted that Aryan Nations organization and
Butler in 2000.

Asked about this group relocating to Grant County, Gissel said, "From an economic standpoint
alone, you don't want that to happen in your community."

He said communities need to be vocal and firm in resisting the establishment of such groups.

"You've got a potentially serious problem, and the time to start organizing is right away," he said.

John Day Mayor Bob Quinton was dismayed at the prospect of the group moving to town.

"That's the last kind of thing our reputation needs," he said. "We need to be inclusive and
emphasize positive things here."
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